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Toys are made of various denominations of raw material in different parts of the country.
But Andhra Pradesh has carved out a niche for itself in the field of wooden toy-making. (There
are also centres in the State, where toy-making in clay, papier-mache, saw-dust, light metals
and other materials prevail). There are at least four well-known centres in the State, where
wooden-toy-making is carried on traditionally and remained the mainstay of a large number
of craftsmen in the countryside.
Kondapalli (Krishna District): Originating in the 14th century with the arrival of a few families
of artisans from Rajasthan, the craft grew up under the patronage of the local rulers, while
the easy availability of 'Punki' wood, main raw material, in the neighbouring forest provided
an ideal location for the growth of the craft. Kondapalli depicts rural life in all its variety and
colour having as its themes the ordinary village occupations as well as mythological figures
glorifying the beauty and valour of Hindu gods and goddesses.
Punki wood is light, soft and easily handled. After the wood is seasoned and carved,
curves and joints are made by smearing tamarind glue mixed with saw-dust. The figures are
then coated with lime to prepare them for varnish and paints.
Nirmal (Adilabad District): This craft has an ancient origin and is known to be in existence
for at least six hundred years. While its sustenance and growth is mainly attributed to the
patronage of the local feudal families, the products themselves, mostly consisting of models
of birds, animals, fruits and vegetables and human occupations have an extensive appeal
by virtue of their close resemblance to life. There are close similarities between the Nirmal
toys and the Kondapalli toys in respect of the wood employed and also of the manufacturing
process. While Kondapalli toys are mostly coated with water paints, Nirmal toys are covered
by oil paints* Another important difference is that after being treated with tamarind paste at
the primary stage, the whole object in Nirmal toy industry is covered with a fine cloth, which
is not done in Kondapally toys, before it is painted in colours.
Etlkoppaka (Visakhapatnam Dist.) : The origin of this craft is traced to the neighbouring
Nakkapally village, before it spread to Etikoppaka, its present home for nearly eighty years.
The proximity to the forest area with plenty of yield of 'Ankudu Karra', a light species of
wood, mainly prompted the concentration of this craft in Etikoppaka, even though there are
small pockets of craftsmen in this line in other places also. The products of this craft are
colourful and characteristically Indian and these include models of kitchen utensils, birds, fruits,
vegetables, temples, houses, carts, railway engines and many other items that coCild rouse
the interest of a child. In recent decades the craftsmen have evolved new items of house
decoration such as vases, bead-screens, mirrors and stools, besides articles of educational
interest.
Most of the articles in this craft are turned out of lathes. This is why the products are
also called turned toys. This is followed by .application of lacquer in a wide range of colours
that lend beauty and appeal to the articles, the families of artisans prepare coloured lacquer
sticks by adding powder colours to schellac while it is heated.